What is Every Canadian Counts?
The Every Canadian Counts (ECC)
Coalition is a national not-for-profit
organization.
Our objective is to unite Canadians
living with long-term disabilities, their
caregivers, disability service and
advocacy organizations, and other
concerned citizens. Together, we will
form a cross-disability coalition to
shape and advocate for a national
disability supports program for
Canada.

The ECC organization supports
the Coalition through fundraising,
volunteer coordination, public
education, and research.
The Coalition currently operates with
direction from a small Board and
support from a part-time Coordinator
and many volunteers. Immediate
priorities include fundraising to hire
additional staff and expanding our
Board to better represent our crossdisability mandate.

Why do we need a national disability supports
program?
Long-term disability can affect any
of us, at any time. If not born with a
chronic disability, we could acquire
one later in life due to illness,
accident, or ageing.

members), are plunged into crisis
trying to get the supports they
need. Family breakup, bankruptcy,
hospitalization, and homelessness
are increasingly common.

An estimated 1.9 million Canadians
are currently living with severe, longterm disabilities.1 As our population
ages, this number will increase.

Provincial and territorial governments
do not have enough resources to
meet disability support needs on
their own. But in spite of increases in
federal taxes and service charges,
federal funding transfers for social
programs are steadily decreasing.2

The majority of Canadians living
with disabilities require supports to
get through day-to-day life, such
as specialized housing, adaptive
technologies, and care attendants.
However, very few are actually
receiving these essential supports.
Many Canadians, along with their
primary caregivers (often family
1 An estimated 1.8 million adults (Canadian Survey
on Disability, 2013) and 80,000 children and youth
(Participation and Activity Limitations Survey, 2006) live
with severe to very severe disabilities in Canada.

This crisis cannot continue. It’s time
for the federal government to step in
to ensure the essential support needs
of Canadians living with long-term
disabilities are met.
2 In the Fiscal Sustainability Report 2011, the
Parliamentary Budget Office revealed the Canadian
Social Transfer now covers only 10% of provincial
spending on social services (under the Canadian
Assistance Plan the transfer covered 50%).

Canadian politicians
have said...
• They know a disability
supports crisis exists
• Too many different
messages are coming
from disability groups they don’t know who to
listen to
• A united “push from
below” is needed

Can we afford a national program?
Other developed countries, such as
Australia, Denmark, and Germany,
have already established national
disability support programs. They
know that ensuring their citizens have
access to needed disability supports
is the right thing to do. ECC asks: if
other developed countries can afford
such programs, why can’t Canada?
In fact, these programs have
proven to be very good for the
economy. Programs focused on early
intervention/prevention and ensuring
essential needs are met across an
individual’s lifespan actually cost
much less over the long term than
crisis interventions.

In addition, more citizens are able to
be active in the workforce. Individuals
with disabilities who receive the
proper supports can often begin
to work or return to work. Family
caregivers who formerly had to care
for loved ones with disabilities are
also able to return to work.
As an example, the new National
Disability Insurance Scheme in
Australia is expected to add 1% to
the national GDP and save $20 billion
in supports spending by 2035.1
1 National Disability Insurance Agency. (2014).
Annual Report 2013-2014. Available online at http://
www.ndis.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/annual_
report_2013_14.pdf

Who is going to pay for this?
The cost of a national social
program like this would be covered
by taxpayer dollars. The federal
government would be responsible for
figuring out where these dollars come
from and how cost-sharing with the
provinces and territories would work.
In Australia, taxpayers fully supported
financing a national program because

economic analysis revealed that a
very small contribution from each
taxpayer would not only provide
adequate supports, it would also
save money over the long term.
Australians were also given peace
of mind: they knew that if they ever
needed long-term disability supports,
they would have access to them.

Get involved!
1. Sign up as a supporter of ECC
2. Tell everyone you know about
ECC - ask them to sign up, too!
3. Share your story about living with
a disability / caring for someone at
www.realpeoplecampaign.com

4. Host an ECC presentation for
your organization / region
5. Volunteer to organize a fundraiser
6. Become a regional ECC advocate
and educator

Steps to Achieving
a National Disability
Supports Program
1. Engage those affected
by disability supports
2. Build the ECC
Coalition
3. Fundraise to support
Coalition activities
4. Educate the Canadian
public and sign up
supporters
5. Find political
champions
6. Work with research
agencies to improve
data collection and
to examine programs
from abroad
7. Host focus groups
and conferences to
determine our “nonnegotiables” and
to build a model for
Canada
8. Have political
champions introduce
legislation for the
program in Parliament
9. Form a government
agency to develop and
implement the program

For more information call 1 (866) 844-8736
or visit www.everycanadiancounts.com
Follow us on Twitter: @EveryCdnCounts
“Like” us on Facebook: Every Canadian Counts

